R reRTower el The International Voice for Book Publishing and Bookselling

The Looking Glass Wars
Beddor, Frank (Author)

Series Title: Looking Glass Wars

ISBN: 0803731531

Dial Books

Published 2006-10

Hardcover, $17.99 (358p)

Juvenile Fiction | Science Fiction, Fantasy, & Magic;
. Juvenile Fiction | Action & Adventure - General
Ages: 12-17

Reviewed 2006-08-14

PW

Alice was real-although her name was spelled Alyss, one of the many details
Lewis Carroll got wrong in the story told to him by the young queen of
Wonderland, according to Beddor's imaginative opener to a planned trilogy.
Seven-year-old Alyss Heart is heir to the throne of Wonderland, just beginning
her training under her albino tutor Bibwit Harte (an anagram for "white rabbit,"
one of many such puns) when her evil aunt Redd, long ago banished to the
Chessboard Desert, leads a violent coup that kills King Nolan, Alyss's father.
Alyss narrowly escapes (via a looking glass, naturally) with the help of bodyguard
Hatter Madigan, and ends up in a London orphanage. Here she meets Reverend
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, a "gentle, shrinking-violet type of fellow," who will
turn her story into a children's book; years later, Hatter finds the book during his
quest to find the lost princess, and seeks out Carroll. While the girl (now Alice
Liddell) prepares to marry Prince Leopold, life in Wonderland grows ever harsher
under the reign of Redd, and the "Alyssinians" await the return of their young
queen-to-be. Beddor makes ample use of Carroll-esque humor and wit, so much
so that the thought of an entire trilogy is somewhat daunting; fortunately, the
ending to this first entry allows readers to treat it as a standalone. Fans of the
source material will find this an entertaining diversion, while those unfamiliar with
it will miss much of the humor. Ages 12-up.(Sept.) Agent: Barbara Marshall Ltd.



