
 
 
A rich and unique re-imagining of Wonderland 
 
Archenemy is the exciting conclusion to The Looking 
Glass Wars Trilogy. Wonderland is left without the 
power of imagination after King Arch's Weapon of 
Inconceivable Loss and Massive Annihilation has 
rendered the Heart Crystal powerless. If imagination is 
destroyed, it is also destroyed on Earth. Now Queen 
Alyss and her loyal followers have to restore the power 
of imagination, repress the uprising of the 
Unimaginative, figure out the motives of the enigmatic 
caterpillar oracles, and defeat Redd Heart and King 
Arch. The events to follow are suspenseful, riveting, 
and utterly unexpected. 
 
This series is a rich and original re-imagining of Alice in Wonderland. It 
blurs genre lines and is unlike any other series out there. The world Frank 
Beddor has created is incredibly detailed and complete. In this fantastical 
world, imagination is a real and tangible force, from which great and 
terrible things can be created. One of the things I love about this book is 
in this fantasy world, there is great darkness and realism. The main 
characters have to deal with real life issues such as genocide, misogyny, 
racism, and torture. These aspects put this series above many others in 
the young adult genre. 
 
I feel very much for these characters. I have read them in my childhood 
and now I see these well-loved characters in markedly different roles. I 
like that the plot is very unpredictable. There is never an easy or obvious 
solution to their problems. It's like watching a chess match between four 
different players (Alyss, Redd, Arch, and the Caterpillars). The tactics they 
choose are interesting, whether they opt to ally together even though 
they are enemies or battle alone. The alternating plot lines between 
important groups of characters are a very effective form for this story. 
This concept allows the story to follow each aspect of the plot, while 
creating suspense and interest in each thread of the story. 
 
Archenemy was a perfect conclusion to one of my favorite series. If you 
enjoy fantasy novels or Alice in Wonderland, I highly recommend The 
Looking Glass Wars series. 


